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Current Events

State lawmakers slam oil regulators
after embarrassing lapses
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SDWA & UIC Program
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USDWs, Aquifers & AEs
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Well Classes

- . Underground In Hjectmn Control (UIC) Program
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Class Il Wells

What is a Class Il Well? What are the types of

Class Il wells inject fluids associated with Class |l wells?
oil & natural gas production. Most of the
injected fluid is salt water (brine), which soislediecen i s
is brought to the surface in the process = disposal wells

of producing (extracting) oil and gas. In hydrocarbon storage wells.
addition, brine and other fluids are

injected to enhance (improve) oil and

gas production.

How do Class |l wells

protect drinking water resources?

By injecting the brine deep underground, Class Il wells prevent
surface contamination of soil and water.
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State Primacy

March 1983: The California Division of Oil, Gas
and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) was grante
primacy to implement the Class Il UIC program.

Petroleum Industry’s Contribution
to California’s Economy
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Sowrce: LECE hated on 2004 data

ED_001000_00040623-00008



EPA Audit & Review

FiNAL REFORT

California Class Il Underground
njection Control Program Review
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Well Investigation by State

June 2014: DOGGR, working with the State Water Resources
Control Board (Water Board), identified instances where

»injection had been permitted into non-exempt aquifers containing high quality water
»Injection wells were located in the vicinity of water supply wells.

Wells under
Investigation

as of August 2014

@ 0-3000 ppm
O 3000-10000 ppm

unknown
@
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Well Closure & Evaluation

i

July 2014: DOGGR ordered state shuts anothe
operations ceased at 11 S
wells due to injection in

_non-exempt high quality

‘aquifers.

July 2014: EPA requested that DOGGR and the Water Board
the State) provide

v drinking water source evaluation from improper Class Il
Injection
v documentation on AEs.

‘September 2014: The State responded to EPA, describing their
identification and assessment efforts to date.
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State UIC Revision Plan

Ehe New Jork Times | nup://nytims/ 1zre1w

US. | NATIONAL BRIEFING | WEST

California: Water Safety Plan Sent to E.P.A.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FEB. 9, 2015

February 2015: The State
CA Reviewing Oil Wells as EPA Cracks submitted the req uested
Down on “Mismanaged” Program Class " UI C Program
Revision Plan.

Photo/ Bich Pedroncelli

The US Environmental Frotection Agency is going to review California’s underground
injection control program amid concerns about the impact of oil and gas companies ou the
guality of drinking water in the region, the EPA told Spuinilk.

February and March 2015: State-sponsored
workshops concerning AE proposal requirements
were held in Bakersfield and Long Beach

| for oil and gas operators.
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EPA Response to Plan

L.

Complete evaluations for "Category 1" injection wells (M Ma rCh 201 5: E PA s ponded
Com p!et& evaluations for ““Eﬂitf@ﬁ@w 2" Enjactimn wiells m to the State 1 S p l a n S pe Cifyi n g

Revise Enclosure B of the State's February 6™ letter to Ing

schedule for completing a review of these wells and subn] & SChedu le Of req U l red
applicable, to meet the February 13, 2017 compliance 89 4 ~tivsities and deliverables

Complete evaluations for "Category 3" injection wells (F

below 3,000 mg/I TDS (October 15, 2015) | progress towards meeting the

Shut-in deadline for wells injecting into the 11 aquifers h
exempted by EPA pursuant to this corrective action plan | F@brua ry 2017 com pl ilance
Shut-in deadline for all existing wells injecting into non-e: .

mg/LTDS (February 15, 2017) deadline.

Issue Aquifer Exemption Guidance (April 1, 2015)
Deadline for submission to EPA of all proposed aguifer exemptions for Category 1 wells injecting into
aquifers containing 3,000 mg/L TDS or less {excluding wells injecting into the 11 aguifers historically
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Legislative Action

Lawmakers demand oil firms
stop pumping waste into aquifers

By David R. Baker | March 20,2015 | Updated: March 20, 2015 7:32pm
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Latest News

March 2015: The Kern County Board

T

of Supervisors wrote to Administrator |, California, Farmers Rely on Oi
McCarthy requesting that EPA not Wastewatert,n Weather Drought
order the further closure of any —
injection wells.
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April 2015: While the State
continues to implement their Revision
Plan, EPA will continue its oversight
to make sure that the State program

meets federal requirements & that
USDWs are protected.
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